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Airplane  and  Airport  Operator  Security 
Rules;  Effective  Date 

agency:  Federal  Aviation 
Administration  (FAA),  DOT. 
action:  Notice  of  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget  (0MB)  approval  and 
correction  of  amendment. 

SUMMARY:  This  document  prescribes  the 
effective  date  for  a  new  part  of  the 
Federal  Aviation  Regulations  that 
consolidates  security  regulations  for 
scheduled  passenger  and  public  charter 
operations  and  extends  those 
regulations  to  certain  commuter  and  air 
taxi  operations  and  small  airplane 
operations  conducted  by  U.S.  and 
^  foreign  air  carriers.  At  the  time  this  new 
part  was  adopted,  its  reporting  and 
recordkeeping  requirements  had  not 
been  approved  by  0MB,  and  the  part 
could  not  be  made  effective.  That 
approval  process  has  now  been 
completed. 

This  document  also  corrects  a 
reference  in  the  words  of  issuance  of 
Amendment  107-1. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  September  11, 1981. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Joseph  A.  Sirkis,  Regulatory  Projects 
Branch  (AVS-24),  Safety  Regulations 
Staff,  Associate  Administrator  for 
Aviation  Standards,  Federal  Aviation 
Administration,  800  Independence 
Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC,  20591, 
telephone  (202)  755-8716, 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 
January  12, 1981,  the  FAA  adopted 
amendments  that  added  a  new  Part  108, 
Airplane  Operator  Security  (46  FR  3782; 
January  15, 1981),  and  amended  other 
associated  security  regulatic'c.  The  new 
part  revises  and  consolidates  aviation 
security  regulations  for  scheduled 
passenger  and  public  charter  operations, 
and  extends  those  regulations  to  certain 
commuter  and  air  taxi  operations  and 
small  airplane  operations  conducted  by 
U.S.  and  foreign  air  carriers.  The 
consolidation  facilitates  public  access  to 
aviation  security  regulations.  The 
changes  provide  an  appropriate 
response  to  the  current  threat  of 
criminal  violence  and  air  piracy  against 


scheduled  and  public  charter  operations 
of  U.S.  air  carriers,  instrastate  operators, 
and  foreign  air  carriers. 

Because  new  Part  108  contains 
reporting  and  recordkeeping 
requirements  for  which  0MB  approvaf^is 
required,  the  effectivity  of  the  new  pair 
was  delayed  until  April  1, 1981,  or  60 
days  after  OMB  approval,  whichever 
would  be  later.  On  April  29, 1981,  OMB 
approved  these  requirements.  A  copy  of 
the  approval  may  be  examined  at  the 
Federal  Aviation  Administration,  Office 
of  the  Chief  Counsel,  Rules  Docket  No. 
19726,  800  Independence  Avenue,  SW, 
Washington,  DC  20591. 

Accordingly,  this  notice  prescribes  the 
necessary  effective  date  and,  except  as 
noted,  provides  the  60-day  notice 
referred  to  at  the  time  these 
amendments  were  adopted. 

In  order  to  relieve  certain  airplane 
operators  immediately  of  an 
unnecessary  financial  burden,  this 
notice  permits  compliance  without  delay 
with  new  Part  108.  When  issuing  Part 
108,  the  FAA  considered  the  economic 
burden  that  could  be  imposed  on  the 
small  airplane  operators  and  the  fact 
that  the  hijacking  threat  directed  against 
commuters  has  not  signibcantly 
increased.  It  was  determined  that  the 
implementation  of  a  full  security 
program  should  only  be  required  for 
scheduled  and  public  charter  operations 
with  airplanes  having  a  passenger¬ 
seating  configuration  of  more  than  60 
seats  and  for  operations  providing 
deplaned  passengers  access  to  a  sterile 
area  at  the  next  landing  when  the  access 
is  not  controlled  by  another  airplane 
operator’s  security  program. 

Accordingly,  Part  108  provides  that  for 
operations  with  airplanes  having  a 
passenger-seating  conBguration  of  more 
than  30  but  fewer  than  61  seats  a  full 
security  program  need  not  be 
implemented. 

For  Part  108  to  be  effective 
immediately  for  any  operator,  the 
operator  need  only  advise  the  Director 
of  Civil  Aviation  Security  of  its  intention 
to  comply  with  the  part. 

Correction 

In  connection  with  new  Part  108,  the 
airport  operator  security  rules  in  Part 
107  were  also  amended  (Amendment 
107-1)  to  relate  the  airport  operator’s 
responsibilities,  including  law 
enforcement  support,  to  the  level  of 
security  required  for  airplane  operators 
using  the  airport. 

Section  107.7  requires  the  airport 
operator  to  notify  the  FAA,  and 


appropriately  amend  its  security 
program,  whenever  certain  changed 
security  conditions  occur.  Specifically, 

§  107.7(a)(4)  provides  that  tUs  action 
must  be  t^en  when  the  law 
enforcement  support  as  described  in  the 
airport  operator’s  security  program,  is 
not  adequate  to  comply  with  i  107.15. 
Amendment  107-1  was  intended  to  add 
references  in  §  107.7(a)(4)  to  new 
security  program  requirements. 

However,  because  that  provision  is 
misnumbered  in  the  current  bound 
version  of  the  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  (14  CFR  107.7),  the 
amending  language  erroneously  referred 
to  it  as  §  107.7(a)(3).  This  amendment 
corrects  the  amenefing  language  to  refer 
to  §  107.7(a)(4).  The  (^e  of  Federal 
Regulations  will  be  corrected  when  it  is 
next  published  in  bound  form. 

Effective  Date  and  Correction 

Accordingly,  Amendments  No.  107-1, 
108  (New),  121-167, 129-11,  and  135-10 
will  be  effective  September  11, 1961,  or, 
for  a  certificate  holder  to  which  new 
Part  108  would  apply,  on  the  date  that 
the  certificate  holder  notifies  the 
Director  of  Civil  Aviation  Security  of  its 
intention  to  comply  with  the  part 
whichever  date  is  earlier.  The  words  of 
issuance  of  Amendment  107-1  are 
corrected  to  amend  §  107.7(a)(4),  instead 
of  §  107.7(a)(3),  by  inserting  Ae  phrase 

(ff  (1).  or  (g)(1)”  after  the  phrase 
••§  107.3(b)(7)”. 

(Secs.  313, 315, 316, 317, 601-610  of  the 
Federal  Aviation  Act  of  1958  (49  U.S.C 
1354(a),  1356, 1357, 1358, 1421-1430);  Sec.  6(c) 
of  die  Department  of  Transportation  Act  (49 
U.S.C.  1655(c))) 

Note. — ^The  FAA  has  determined  that  this 
document  pertains  to  a  rulemaking  action 
which  is  not  a  major  regulation  under 
Executive  Order  12291;  that  it  is  not 
significant  under  Department  of 
Transportation  Regulatory  Policies  and 
Procedures  (44  FR  11034;  February  26. 1979); 
and  that  under  the  criteria  of  the  Regulatoiy 
Flexibility  Act,  it  wiU  not  have  a  significant 
impact  on  a  substantial  number  of  small 
entities.  In  addition,  the  FAA  has  determined 
that,  while  a  regulatory  evaluation  was 
prepared  for  the  final  rule,  the  expected 
further  impact  of  this  notice  and  correction  is 
so  minimal  that  it  does  not  require  an 
evaluation. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  June  15, 
1981. 

).  Lynn  Helms, 

Administrator. 
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